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‘Three people were rescued from Washington’s Skagit River after a span of the bridge
fell into the water Thursday night. Officials are saying it may have been caused when

 atransport truck’s oversized load struck the bridge's overhead truss. N T ——— —
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Washington was given a C- for its state’s bridges in
the American Society of Civil Engineers' 2013

aquarter of Washington's 7840 bridges are consid-
ered structurally deficient or functionally obsolete.

Out of Skagit County’s 108 bridges:
: 42 are 50+ years old

are 70+ years old

are 80+ years old
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infrastructure report card. The group said more than
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Sources: Reuters wire stories; Wikipedia
Phota: CHff DesPeaur/Reuters

SUSAN BATSFORD, GRAPHICS EDITOR,
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MEGAN DINNER/QMI AGENCY
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LYMPIA Wash —_ A

frigid river in Washington

k.carrying an oversize
ad struck a bridge support

.’A span of hlghway bndge s:ts in the Sk
Thursday The bndge collapse sent cars

ridge collapse that sent cars
and drivers tumbling into

tate appears to have been.
rused when a semi-trailer

ficials said on Fri-

fooms o and follows calls by engi- -
neers and some public offi-
 cials to invest in infrastruc-

steel mto ‘the Skaglt River
~Thursday evening. Three
. people had to be rescued,

officials said.

While no one was kx]led o

the collapse of the bridge,

built in 1955, puts a spotlight
~on the dangers posed by the
nation’s aging mfrastructure,;,?:
’gthat the one thing that initi-
ated that whole sequence of -
events was when theload the
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J
aglt River yesterday after co'!apsmg near the town of Mt. Vernon, Wash,, late- : ]
and drivers tumbling into a frigid river in Washington state. g j
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~ Truckeyedin bridge collapse ‘

torswere probing the cause of

the collapse, which occurred

~on the four-lane Interstate
5, the principal highway

between Seattle and Vancou-

ver, Canada. The bridge links -
“the towns of Mount Vernon

and Burlington. - .
“It's very obvious to us

said it would cost an est
: the bridge. -

55 miles (90 km) north of
Seattle, was not among; e

geaht Kirk Rudeen said. R
Washington state G0v3;3i=_
ernor Jay Inslee declared a:

. state of emergency in Skaglt ar

County and two neighboring
counties, citing the disrup-
tion of normal traffic, and -

mated $15 million to repaxr

Offlclals said the bndge,




